NEWSLETTER
Principal – Kirsty Hill
Chairperson Governing Council - Sally Bailey
57 North Terrace, Mount Gambier. SA 5290
Telephone 08 8724 9811 Fax 08 8725 0254
Email – dl.1021_info@schools.sa.edu.au
www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au

Issue No 5, 31/03/2022 - Week 9, Term 1

GENEROSITY

-

RESPECT

-

HONESTY

-

LEARNING AND GROWING TOGETHER

Assessment and Reporting at McDonald Park
Teachers, parents and students have been taking part in three-way conferences this week, albeit a little different
this year as some are via phone calls. Conferences aim to involve teachers, parents and students in the goal setting
process based on the achievements and needs of the student. Setting goals helps the student focus on the key
areas of their learning that they need to develop with the support of their teacher and parents. Once these goals
are achieved by the student, it is important this is recognised and new goals are set to continue to drive learning
forward.
At the end of term two and four students receive a written report from their teacher. The purpose of the report is to
communicate student learning with parents. Students are given grades* using an A-E scale for each learning area.
When assigning a grade, teachers make an on-balance professional judgement about the student’s level of
achievement. The grade is based on a range of evidence of students’ knowledge, skills and understandings and
their ability to apply their learning in unfamiliar contexts. This evidence includes work samples, assessment
information and teacher observations over time. Importantly teachers also provide a written comment with each
grade. The comment provides further detail of what the student has achieved, the learning that has been covered
and learning goals.
* Grades are not given to foundation students in line with Department for Education policy
Grade

Word Equivalent

A

Your child is demonstrating excellent achievement of what is expected at this year level.

B

Your child is demonstrating good achievement of what is expected at this year level

C

Your child is demonstrating satisfactory achievement of what is expected at this year level.

D

Your child is demonstrating partial achievement of what is expected at this year level

E

Your child is demonstrating minimal achievement of what is expected at this year level.

In addition to written reports teachers also send home student portfolios. Portfolios include student work samples in
a variety of learning areas. These work samples provide parents with an insight into the learning that is being
covered. Work samples will also have additional background information about the task, as well as the criteria that
the student is being assessed against. Student portfolios are sent home multiple times each year, so it is important
that the portfolios are returned to school ready for more samples to be added for the next distribution.
We believe that by focusing on the learning and working with students to be thriving and engaged problem solvers,
we are empowering our students, at all levels and ages, to be intrinsically motivated to take charge of their learning
by setting learning goals and targets and be prepared for the future. We look forward to continuing to work in
partnership with you to help your child achieve their current and future learning goals.
Kirsty Hill, Sharon Day, Daniel Castle & Lia Jordan
SENIOR STAFF
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Noorla Yo-Long
On Friday, 18 March, the year six student leadership group travelled by bus to Noorla Yo-Long. The students participated
in activities designed to help them learn about the importance of communication, collaboration and facing new
challenges. The first activity was the blind folded run. This was followed with students navigating their way through a maze
while blindfolded. They had to listen for their partners instructions on the outside and had the added challenge of not
being allowed to say left or right. They then completed an obstacle course, including climbing, ducking and balancing.
Once again, they were blindfolded and guided by their partner. Last, the students had the opportunity to put on a safety
harness, climb trees and then walk along ropes strung up in the treetops. Many students had to find the courage to step
outside their comfort zone, use self-talk, resilience and persistence. When students struggled, others gave them the
encouragement to keep going.
The students represented our school community extremely well and were complimented on the way they carried out the
activities. This excursion shows us all that McDonald Park students are courageous, supportive and willing to take on
challenges.
Well done to the leadership group who also fundraised so that they could take part on the excursion. Special thanks to
the sponsors One Forty One and Four Reasons Why for their generous donations to support out students in their
development as young leaders for the future.
Katherine Bundy

Noorla Yo-Long was amazing. We did mazes, obstacle courses and climbing. It was a great team building activity
and building trust with each other. A lot of us conquered our fears. One of the best things was finishing off the day
and getting out leadership badges. The policeman running the activities was really kind and caring. We would like
to send a huge thank you to the team running the activities and the sponsors, One Forty One and Four Reasons
Why. Lucy H

Blindfold Run
We did the blindfold run to build trust in people and to build
communication. Posy T
The Maze
It was hard hearing the voices through the maze. Charlie W
It was fun trying to navigate the other person through the maze.
Henry M
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Noorla Yo-Long

The Maze
I felt OK but I thought I was going to run into a pole. Mitchell M
The best part of the obstacle course was the end climbing
obstacle because I had to dangle over it. Taj W
The easiest bit was the blind fold run and the hardest bit was the
obstacle course, especially the end the end one. Koby B
When I was near the tree, I was a bit scared then I thought “I can
do this”. When I got to the middle I felt a bit braver. I felt relieved
that I got through it. Japneet B
My best bit was the blind fold obstacle course, and the hardest
bit was the highest tree climbing. I knew I couldn’t go down and
if I didn’t move, I’d be there all day. When I got down, I felt
relieved and my legs felt like jelly. Jaymon R

I think the hardest bit was the tree climbing because I am afraid of heights. I tried
to face my fears and push through it. I felt very relieved when I got down. I liked
the maze because it was a challenge when you couldn’t hit the dice or the red
dots. Chloe M
The bit I was most proud of was when I conquered my fear of heights, and it was
very scary. Being up there helped me to get over it. I had to keep saying to
myself “lots of other people were doing it so I shouldn’t be afraid”. It felt good
when I got down because I didn’t have to go through it again. Kai M
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National Assessment Program
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
NAPLAN online testing will be carried out in weeks two
and three of term two. This is a nationally developed
program that provides schools, the Department for
Education and the federal government with information
about how education programs are working and what
areas need to be prioritised for improvement.
Teachers use a wide range of assessments throughout
every day, to create a balanced and comprehensive
picture of your child’s learning needs. NAPLAN adds to
this information by giving a snapshot of progress in
literacy and numeracy for students in years three and
five.
NAPLAN tests are administered during the same time
period in all schools across Australia. The content of the
test is aligned with the Australian Curriculum: English and
mathematics. Students do not have to learn specific skills
for NAPLAN; in fact, the best preparation is a good allround education and a growth mindset!
Some parents may wish to withdraw their child on
religious grounds or due to philosophical objections to
testing. Parents may also wish to exempt their child if
they are a new arrival in Australia (since May 2017) or
have a significant intellectual disability or conditions
which will severely limit capacity to do the tests. A parent
signature is required for these; please contact Daniel
Castle for a form.
In addition, students with a disability may be entitled to
an adjustment such as extra time, rest breaks or large
print booklets for visual disability. If you would like to
pursue any of these, please contact your child’s
teacher, who will follow up with senior staff. Permission is
required from the Department for Education so requests
should be made as soon as possible.
Daniel Castle

GOVERNING COUNCIL
Thank you to those parents who attended the online
annual general meeting held on Monday, 16 February
2022.
Governing Council members for 2022:
Chairperson:

Sally Bailey

Vice Chairperson:

Jess Fullerton

Treasurer:

Kelly Albanese

Secretary:

Taiggan Height

Members:

Megan Medhurst
Cassie Wilson
Talia Birks
Andrea Lambert
Amanda Cox

Staff Representatives:

Kirsty Hill
Sharon Day
Daniel Castle
Lia Jordan
Hannah Waters (terms 1 & 2)
Stacey Tilley (terms 3 & 4)

It is important to acknowledge retiring chairperson,
Dan
Dowdell
and
councillors,
Fiona
Grivell,
Damian Buckley, Scott Maxwell and Jacinta Cooper,
who have given up their time to support our wonderful
school. Thank you.
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SAPSASA
Congratulations and good luck
to Ariana E, N4 who has been
selected to represent the Lower
South East at the SAPSASA
swimming competition being
held in Adelaide in May.

Updated Lower South East
SAPSASA 2022 Dates
Date
Fri, 18 March
Mon, 4 April
Thurs, 7 April
11-13 April
Fri, 6 May
Fri, 13 May
Fri, 20 May

Term
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2

TBA

2

TBA
30 May - 1 June
30 May – 1 June
Thurs 9 June

2
2
2
2

TBA
27-29 June
27-29 June
Fir, 5 August
Fri, 12 August
17-19 August
Fri, 26 August
TBA
TBA
8-9 Sept
Fri, 23 Sept
19-21 Oct
1-3 Nov
16-18 Nov

2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4

Event
District swimming day
(Penola)
Football trial day
(Reidy Park)
District athletics day
(Mount Gambier High School)
Softball state carnival
(Adelaide)
State swimming championships
(Adelaide)
District golf day
(Penola Golf Course)
Regional cross country
(Naracoorte)
Hockey trial day
(Blue Lake Sports Park)
Netball trial day
(East Gambier netball courts)
Boys’ football state carnival
(Adelaide)
Girls’ football state carnival
(Adelaide)

School Card
Application Reminder
If you applied for school card in 2022,
please do not pay any of your materials
and services (school fees) until you have
been notified of the outcome of your
school card application. If your school
card application is approved, all of your
school fees will be covered by the scheme and no payment
will be required for your student/s 2022 school fees.
If you would like further information about the school card
scheme visit www.sa.gov.au and search school card
scheme, or contact Julie our finance officer, for assistance
with applications and eligibility criteria.

Community News

State cross country championships

(Adelaide)
Soccer trial day
(Tenison College)
Hockey state carnival
(Adelaide)
Netball state carnival
(Adelaide)
District basketball day
(Mount Gambier)
Regional basketball day
(Mount Gambier)
State soccer carnival
(Adelaide)
Regional golf day
(Naracoorte)
Cricket trial day
Tennis trial day
State golf finals
(Adelaide)
State track and field
championships (Adelaide)
State basketball finals
(Adelaide)
Cricket state carnival
(Adelaide)
Tennis state carnival
(Adelaide)
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Evie F

Ms Huitema

Violet D

Miss Squire

Will A

Ms Munday &
Mr Castle

Aaliyah P

Ms Munday &
Mr Castle

Reimund C

Mrs Widdison
& Mrs Tilley

Learning all of her sound
cards and sounding out 3
letter words.
Showing increased resilience
and confidence.
Growing in confidence and
independence.
Demonstrating leadership in
the classroom and a high
level of commitment to the
school community.
Continuing to ask curious
questions.

ENGAGEMENT
Presented to

Vision Awards
Term1, Week 7
Our awards are centred on our school vision. Students will
be
recognised
for
their
collaboration,
respect,
engagement, problem solving or progress (thriving).
McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively
Presented to

Ella R

By
Miss Schulz

For
Working respectfully with her
peers and helping our new
receptions settle into school.

to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem

Abi G

By
Ms Huitema

Presayis G

Miss Schulz

Taylor A

Miss Squire

Scarlett D

Ms Mitchell

Cadence F

Ms Mitchell

Matilda O

Mrs Widdison
& Mrs Tilley

For
Her engagement during lessons
and writing a full page!
Settling in well to school,
engaging in all tasks and trying
her best.
Displaying consistent effort and
engagement across all areas of
learning.
The outstanding way she
involves herself with all aspects
of her learning.
The active way she contributes
to whole class learning and
assists her peers.
Working with focus and effort
and aiming for a high standard.

COLLABORATION
PROBLEM SOLVING
Presented to

Hannah B

By
Mrs McLean

For
Demonstrating a strong work
ethic using her initiative to solve
learning obstacles and being
prepared to assist others.

Head Lice
Unfortunately head lice are common in children in schools
everywhere. They infest people of all socio-economic
positions and age groups. We ask for your co-operation in
this matter by being vigilant in checking your child’s hair
every day and treating where necessary.

solvers.

RESPECT
Presented to

Lucas M

By
Mrs Spencer

Izzy Mc

Mrs Spencer

Koby B

Mrs McLean

For
Showing outstanding leadership
qualities, guiding and helping
fellow classmates be successful.
Showing kindness and
generosity to those that need
support and help.
Being an excellent community
leader by continually offering
his time to help others and
modelling a strong work ethic.

THRIVING
Presented to

By

For

What to look for

Small light or dark brown insects without wings.

Tiny white eggs (nits) on the hair shafts, eggs usually
hatch in 7 to 10 days. Once hatched, the lice are
capable of laying eggs after 10 days and lice live up to
35 days on the scalp. They do not survive more than two
days away from the human host.

An intense itching on the head and neck.
What to do

Check ALL members of the household at the same time
and treat those who have head lice.

Use an effective head lice treatment. The pharmacy
can advise you (school card holders can get head lice
shampoo from the school).

After the treatment, comb the hair with a fine-tooth
comb to remove all eggs.

Extra precautions include washing all bed linen and
towels with hot water (60 degrees or more), or tumble
drying for 20 minutes on high. Items such as hats and
helmets should also be thoroughly cleaned.

Soak combs, brushes etc in hot water for at least ten
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minutes.
Vacuuming carpets may help.
Check all household members daily, for three weeks,
during an outbreak.
Treat anyone found to have head lice.

Repeat treatment 5-7 days after initial treatment. This is
necessary because lice in unhatched eggs may not be
killed by the first treatment. If head lice are still found after
the second treatment, try another technique or another
chemical treatment using a different active ingredient. If
infestations persist despite correct insecticide use, seek
medical advice on alternative methods of treatments.





conjunction with the treatment.
Do not use conditioner or shampoos for 24 hours after
using head lice treatments. Conditioning agents and
harsher detergents can make the treatment less
effective.
Do not blow dry hair.

A child with head lice does not need to be sent home from
school but should be treated on the same day. Children
may return to school the day after the appropriate
treatment has been given.
For further information please contact the school. Thank
you for your co-operation.

Please remember that just treating the hair will not
eradicate the problem. Check the hair of all household
members daily during an outbreak and once a week at
other times. Remind children to avoid direct head-to-head
contact.
What not to do

Do not use a 2 in 1 shampoo and conditioner in
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