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GENEROSITY    -    RESPECT    -    HONESTY    -    LEARNING AND GROWING TOGETHER 

COMING EVENTS 
WEEK 9 

Monday 27/6 – Governing Council 

WEEK 10 

Monday 4th – Friday 8th July 

NAIDOC WEEK 

Term 3 Begins 

Monday 25th July – First day Term 3 

Tues 2nd & Wed. 3rd August (Week 2) 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 

 

WRITTEN REPORTS 2022 
 

In week 10 your child will be receiving their written report.  The purpose of the written report is to inform you of your 

child’s learning progress so far this year including areas for growth (goals).  Students also receive an effort number 

from 1-5 to indicate effort level given in that specific learning area. And of course, students from year 1 to 6 are 

graded from A-E against the Australian Curriculum.  It is the grading at times that can cause confusion around what 

is a ‘good’ grade. 

* Grades are not given to Foundation students in line with Department for Education policy 

 

Grade Word Equivalent and percentage of 2021 grades  

at McDonald Park 

A Your child is demonstrating excellent achievement 

of what is expected at this year level. 

In 2021, 9% of grades given in English and 

mathematics were an ‘A’ grade. 

B Your child is demonstrating good achievement of 

what is expected at this year level. 

In 2021, 24% of grades given in English and 

mathematics were a ‘B’ grade. 

C Your child is demonstrating satisfactory 

achievement of what is expected at this year 

level. 

In 2021, 40% of grades given in English and 

mathematics were a ‘C’ grade. 

D Your child is demonstrating partial achievement of 

what is expected at this year level 

In 2021, 23% of grades given in English and 

mathematics were a ‘D’ grade. 

E Your child is demonstrating minimal achievement 

of what is expected at this year level. 

In 2021, 4% of grades given in English and 

mathematics were an ‘E’ grade. 

 

The South Australian Department for Education explains that: 

An ‘A’ grade indicates that the student has shown a thorough 

knowledge and understanding of a topic and can apply that information in unfamiliar situations.   

Typically, a ‘C’ grade means a student is achieving what is expected of them at that point in their learning. This is 

a considerable achievement because of the high expectations built in to the achievement standards.  

An ‘E’ grade means the student is just beginning to work towards the achievement standard. 
 

Kirsty Hill, Sharon Day, Daniel Castle & Lia Jordan 

SENIOR STAFF 

N E W S L E T T E R 

http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/


McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 

Netball Tournament Tuesday 7 June  
 

On Tuesday 7 June (Week 6), Mrs Morgan and Ms 

Stratman took three teams of year five and year six 

students to participate in the netball tournament run 

by Mount Gambier High School students. All players 

improved so much with their passing and footwork 

as the day went on. It was great to see so many 

students participating and representing McPark so 

well. Well done girls! 

 
I liked how all of my team mates 

tried their best and I enjoyed 

supporting them. I loved playing 

centre because I’m really good 

at it and I got to go all around the 

court. It was great to get to try all 

of the positions. We encouraged 

each other to watch for stepping 

and called people’s names so 

that they knew who we were 

throwing the ball to. The whole 

netball tournament was amazing 

because it was not about winning 

it was about having fun. The 

umpires were from Mt Gambier 

High School. McPark had 2 year 5 

teams and 1 year 6 team. The 

team I was in came second at the 

end of the day.  Maddy G – Rm 7 
 

On the day of the netball tournament I was really excited! We had great fun watching, playing and working 

collaboratively together. We came second and we were all so excited. On the first round we had a bye which meant 

that we didn’t have to play. Playing netball meant that we got extra hungry because we were tiring ourselves out, so I 

think it’s a good idea to pack extra food. Chelsea M – Rm 8 
 

I enjoyed playing in the netball tournament and also liked the practicing we did in between games. It was fun trying all 

the positions. My favourite was Centre. I loved helping my team mates. I had an amazing time. Phoebe B – N6 
 

In netball I enjoyed playing other schools and playing my favourite positions, while I also liked playing with my friends 

and having fun. It was scary and exciting for me, because I was nervous and I didn’t really know where to go and what 

to do, but I really wanted to try it out. Ava R – Rm 8 

 

SAPSASA CROSS COUNTRY 
 

This year I was selected to be part of the SAPSASA Cross Country competition in 

Adelaide. There were four other kids from the Lower South East who also went. 

We had to go into a paddock to warm up ready for the race, then a man came 

to the gate to take the group to the starting line. There were red flags and arrows 

to show us the way on the track. We had to run up hills and run across the road 

to get to the finish line on the horse track. 

Nathanial C – Rm N4 

 

I had to go to Adelaide to the SAPSASA Cross Country competition. I came 161st 

out of about 200 runners. The track was muddy, sandy and hilly. I  competed in 

the 2000m race. 

Parker L – Rm 7 

 

It was amazing running with lots of people and also with my friend. I didn’t know 

all of the people but still had the best time, even though I didn’t win. I was so 

excited for the race when we were training, I couldn’t wait. The best part was getting to find out the time it 

took you to run the race. I want to go again. 

Beau M – Rm 7 



McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 

Ark Soccer Oval Slope Project 
This term in integrated studies the Ark classes have been working on a project to redevelop the soccer oval slope. 

To start we gathered information on the slope and gardens and used this to come up with our initial design. After 

this process we met with Ms Hill to get our design brief and discuss what could and couldn’t be added. Ms Hill 

gave us the following criteria; 

Goals: 

 Beautify the slope 

 Make the slope a place where students want to be/play 

 Improve the biodiversity of the slope by attracting native 

birds/animals/insects 

 Reduce the weeds 

 Stop the students from running up and down the slope and causing erosion 

Things to think about: 

 Safety 

 Access 

 Sustainability 

 Cost 

 

After this consultation process we decided that we would be able to make the slope area an active play space. 

We also met with Ms Bundy to learn about the plants we would be using on 

the slope. All the plants were endemic to the South East. They included 

Cushion Bush, Olearia Axillaris, Hop 

Bush, Coastal Salt Bush, Limestone Wattle 

and Melaleuca Brevicaulis. 

Armed with all this information we came up with our 

final designs. Students shared their designs and we 

then voted on our favourites. Miss Eldridge then had the 

job of taking the winning designs and combining them to 

create our final plan.  

On Friday of week 7 we planted the plants on the slope. Students 

from the environment team taught us how to do it properly. We had to 

make a level surface before we dug our hole, make sure we dug a hole 

deep enough for the plant and water the plant once we were done. We 

also put tree guards around the plants to protect them from damage.   

Our next step will be to construct our active play space. We need 

donations of the following materials to help complete the project.  

Tyres for an obstacle course Railway sleepers for a bridge Logs for balancing, 20-40 cm 

diameter, 30cm-3m in length 
 

 

A large log to use as a seat Branches 3m in length for the 

stick cubby frames 

 

Large rocks/boulders 

 

 

 

If you are able to donate any supplies please email or phone the school. dl.1021_admin@schools.sa.edu.au  

Early next term we will be holding a fundraiser to help purchase a slide and swing for the area. We will have a 

‘guess the number of lollies in the jar’ competition and will be holding a casual day. 

mailto:dl.1021_admin@schools.sa.edu.au
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Ark Soccer Oval Slope Project 



McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 

M U S I C     I S     F U N 

 

My favourite part about Music is Fun was when they got the puppets 

out. I got to dance too and I really liked it. Amelia – A1 
 

I really liked it when we did the ‘Car Wash’ song. I also liked the frog 

costumes that the kids got to wear and the frog song. Gabby – A1 
 

I loved it when it got to the last song, my whole class got to go out the 

front and dance in front of the band. It was so much fun.  

Jamison – A1 
 

Yesterday we watched ‘Music Is Fun’. The best part of the 

performance was when we watched that guy playing with the drum. 

I thought it was funny when the funny guy lost his hair brush.  

Sanjam – A2 
 

Yesterday we watched ‘Music Is Fun’. The best part of the 

performance was when I dressed as a car. I thought it was funny when 

the children dressed up as aliens and a spaceship. Dhriya – A2 
 

Yesterday we watched ‘Music Is Fun’. The best part of the 

performance was when we all got up to dance. I thought it was funny 

when the man lost his hairbrush and he didn’t have any hair. Zoe – A2 
 

Yesterday we watched ‘Music Is Fun’. The best part of the 

performance was when Nathan and Dhriya were in car costumes. I 

thought it was funny when the man sang “Oh where is my hairbrush?” 

Zane – A2 
 

I really enjoyed Music is fun because I was one of the stars in ‘Star 

Trekkin’. The music and performance was fun to watch.  

Madelyn - Rm 8  
 

Music Is Fun was good 

and I enjoyed it a lot. There was all kinds of music like classical, folk, 

peaceful and others. They walked us through all of their instruments like 

the sax, drums, keyboards and others. My favourite part was the song 

Everything Is Awesome. Isaac - Rm 8  
 

 

A band came to our school on the 20th of June. 

The whole school attended. My favourite part was 

when I saw my bestie go on stage as the most 

amazing star. Next time it would be fun to do 

Music is Fun as a casual day. Overall, it was really 

fun. Queen - Rm 8  
 

Music is fun. They were a band that made weird sounds and they did a lot of head bobbing. It was at the end of the 

day after lunch. Michael was involved and some of my classmates. There was a talk box and they made really cool 

sounds! Oliver - Rm 8  



McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 

Vision Awards  
Presented at Term 2, Week 6 Assembly 

 

Our awards are centred on our school vision. Students will 

be recognised for their collaboration, respect, 

engagement, problem solving or progress (thriving). 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

P R O B L E M   S O L V I N G 

Presented to By For 

Mia R Mr Player Persevering with her 

multiplication.  

Tahj P Mrs 

Hentschke 

Persisting in maths and 

trialling various strategies to 

solve long multiplication 

sums. 

Lukas V Miss Eldridge Using efficient strategies 

and manipulating numbers 

effectively when solving 

open ended problems in 

maths. 

Tyler C Mrs Dew Trying different ways to 

solve problems. 

R E S P E C T 
Presented to By For 

Anna L Mrs Pitkin Demonstrating leadership in 

the classroom and always 

being a role model to 

others. 

Max L Mrs 

Hentschke 

Being a kind, caring and 

respectful class member. 

COLLABORATION 

Presented to By For 

Maton F Mrs Pitkin Displaying an increased 

resilience and confidence 

when writing independently. 

Mason L Mrs Dew Helping others with reading 

tasks during maths testing. 

T H R I V I N G 

Presented to By For 

Piper J Mrs Cooper Growing a love of learning 

and attempting all learning 

with a positive attitude. 

Indie M Mrs Wilson & 

Mrs Fox 

Her stamina in learning and 

beautiful illustrations which 

support her writing.  

Lachie K Mrs Wilson & 

Mrs Fox 

Such a wonderful effort with 

reading and for persevering 

with challenges in his 

learning. 

Djakobe L-J Mrs Waters Thriving in Auslan signing 

and being able to support 

his peers leading up to the 

assembly performance. 

E N G A G E M E N T 

Presented to By For 

Caylin J Mrs Cooper Her excellent engagement 

with all learning tasks and 

encouraging others to do 

their best. 

Hamish Mc Mrs Waters Engaging in all math lessons 

and being a strong learning 

partner for peers. 

Tailan P Mr Player Giving his best in every task. 

Tia R Miss Eldridge Designing a detailed and well 

thought out plan for the 

garden on the soccer oval 

slope. 

Nevaeh H Mrs Bisnov & 

Miss Jones 

Paying close attention to 

writing her sentences with 

detail. 

Toby K Mrs Bisnov & 

Miss Jones 

Developing a responsible 

attitude to his learning 

especially showing a 

keenness to improve writing. 


