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GENEROSITY

-

RESPECT

-

HONESTY

-

LEARNING AND GROWING TOGETHER

COMING EVENTS
Week 2
24/10 Governing Council
meeting 7.30pm
27/10 Yr 6 Grant High tour
28/10 Yr 1/2 sleepover

Week 3
01/11 Yr 3/4 camp rms 3, 4 & T5
02/11 Yr 3/4 camp rms 8 & T1
03/11 Yr 3/4 camp rms 7 & T4

Week 4
11/11 Remembrance Day
Sports Day

Commitment to Children’s Learning - On and Off Site
World Teacher’s Day is celebrated on 5 October but as we are on term holidays
Australia celebrates this day on the last Friday of October. This year it will be
celebrated on Friday, 28 October 2022.
McDonald Park School has a positive reputation in the local community and we
often comment as a leadership team that we have amazing and highly skilled
teachers at our site for which we are very grateful. We are sure that you agree and
will join us in acknowledging the great work of our teachers on this day. As parents
you may like to acknowledge something that you value about your child’s teacher
and send a Seesaw message or you may write a message with your child. The aim
of the day is acknowledgement of the great work of individuals who make a
difference each and every day.
One of the unique opportunities that we believe McDonald Park offers is a school wide camp policy which provides
progressive and developmentally appropriate opportunities for students to experience ‘camps’. We strongly
believe that the experiences camps and excursions offer are highly beneficial to social and emotional learning in
particular. They provide an opportunity for children to develop their independence in structured and supervised
ways. We also find that they strengthen relationships between teachers and students and between students. We
recognise that developing our learner assets benefits both classroom and off site learning; camps are an ideal way
to reinforce the learner assets of collaboration, persistence, resilience, curiosity and problem solving.
We recognise that the planning and organisation of a camp is huge and teachers do this as a result of their
commitment to offering a well balanced curriculum. For staff to take time out of their family lives to supervise large
numbers of students for an extended period is dedication that goes above and beyond. We also acknowledge
and thank the parent volunteers for adjusting their work and family schedules to offer this opportunity. During the
upcoming camps please take the time on drop off or collection to acknowledge the extra commitment shown to
provide this amazing opportunity.
Camps will be held:
Naracoorte year 3/4 camp
Tuesday, 1 November to Wednesday, 2 November - rooms 3, 4 and T5
Wednesday, 2 November to Thursday, 3 November - rooms 8 and T1
Thursday, 3 November to Friday, 4 November - rooms 7 and T4
Portland year 5 camp
Monday, 12 December to Wednesday, 14 December - rooms 7, 8, N2, N4, N5, and N6
Creswick year 6 camp
Monday, 12 December to Wednesday, 14 December - rooms N2, N4, N5 and N6

Kirsty Hill, Sharon Day, Daniel Castle, Lia Jordan
SENIOR STAFF

McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers.

South East String Workshop

On Thursday, 29 September we celebrated all things
'strings' with a South East String Workshop held at
Reidy Park Primary School. Forty IM string students
from Mount Gambier, Millicent and Mount Burr
partnered with the Woodville High School (Special
Interest Music) String Ensemble for a workshop
followed by a performance to family and friends. This
was a special opportunity for students in the South
East to experience playing in a large ensemble whilst
being mentored by more experienced string players.
Students learned many new skills relating to ensemble
playing and developed confidence in rehearsal and
performance practices. In total, we had 80 students
playing together and the sound was amazing!

Woodville High School
String Ensemble
On Tuesday, 27 September Woodville High School
String Ensemble visited and entertained our school
while they were touring the South East region.

I would like to congratulate Jane Van Eyk, IM String
teacher for her unrelenting commitment to her
students and the work undertaken to provide this
unique opportunity. The day was supported by
members of the IM team and staff and students from
Woodville High School. Thank you to Reidy Park
Primary School for allowing us to use their site and in
particular to Andrew Bone for his collegiate support
throughout the day.
This was a wonderful example of collaboration
between Instrumental Music, Woodville High School
and South East schools for the benefit of students in
the region to access quality music education.

Amelia Monaghan
Instrumental Music
Leader School Program Development
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Ark Soccer Slope Working Bee
In the last week of term three the Ark classes held a working
bee on their soccer oval slope project. Congratulations to Miss
Eldridge, Mrs Bisnov and Miss Jones, and Mrs Dew’s classes on
what they have achieved, we all agree it looks amazing!

Class Placement Process
Please note the class placement process has now begun
and all parent requests should have been forwarded to
Kirsty Hill by the end of week one. Earlier this week you
should have received a note for each child, requesting
your feedback about positive learning partners for
consideration in 2023 classes. These are due back to
class teachers by Monday, 24 October. Please note that
five students of the same year level must be listed. If you
and your child are not able to think of five, you may
choose to leave the remaining spaces blank and the
teacher will fill them in. If a form is not returned, the class
teacher will fill in all five spaces using their knowledge of
students and their learning needs.
This process takes considerable time and a lot of thought
is put into class placements. There are many aspects to
consider in creating balanced classes and ultimately the
final decisions will be made by educators. Teachers are
not allocated to classes until the very end of the process.

2023 Enrolments
During this term we will begin the process of setting up
classes for the following year. It is essential that we know
as soon as possible of any changes in future enrolments.
If you know of any new children who will be starting at
McDonald Park School in 2023 or of families leaving
McDonald Park School would you please contact us as
soon as possible. The allocation of teachers and number
of classes at each year level is dependent on accurate
information so we appreciate your support in notifying
any changes to the front office.

SPONSORSHIP 2022

At the end of each year we recognise a girl and boy
from each year level for their academic achievement.
Last year we asked for sponsorship from the community
for these awards and had an overwhelming response.
We have 12 awards valued at $30.00 and are looking for
sponsors. The recipient receives a $30.00 voucher and
certificate indicating who sponsored the award
(organised by the school).
If your family or business would like to become a sponsor
of these awards you will be acknowledged at the end of
year presentation. Please indicate below if you would
like to participate. Any further queries please contact
the front office.

…………………………………………………………………..

McDonald Park School
2022 Academic Sponsorship
Name: ………………………………………………………...
Telephone: …………………………………………………..
Email: ………………………………………………………….
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VISION AWARDS
Presented at Term 3, Week 10 Assembly
Our awards are centred on our school vision. Students are recognised for their collaboration, respect, engagement,
problem solving or progress (thriving).
McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem
solvers.

COLLABORATION

THRIVING

Presented to

By

For

Presented to

By

For

Kayleigh R

Miss Eldridge

Working effectively with
her partner to create a
model of the channels
of Budj Bim.

Indie M

Mrs Fox &
Mrs Wilson
Mrs Fox &
Mrs Wilson

Kieran N

Thriving in her learning
at McPark.
Thriving to understand
and comprehend
statistics with Mrs
Whitehead. Amazing
work Emilia!
Showing growth in his
writing and always
seeking a challenge.
Growing in confidence
to sound out words
independently when
writing.
Working hard to make
improvements to his
reading which has
resulted in fantastic
progress.
Settling into your new
school and class so
well. Welcome to
McDonald Park School
Charlotte!
Her achievement in
NAPLAN grammar and
punctuation.
Setting a wonderful
example for her peers
with her note taking in
maths.
The wonderful way that
she has settled into our
class and school.
Being resilient and
persistent when in the
learning pit.

Emilia B

RESPECT
Presented to

By

For

Delilah S

Mrs Cooper

Being a kind, caring
and respectful class
member who willingly
helps others.
Always being ready to
learn and engage in
Mrs Whitehead’s
lessons. Great effort
Van!
Including all class
members in learning
discussions.
Showing a kind and
caring attitude towards
other students in class.

Van B

HarperMichelle P H
Reilyn D

Mrs Fox &
Mr Wilson

Mrs Waters &
Mrs
McCracken
Mrs Bisnov &
Miss Jones

THRIVING
Presented to

By

For

Evie W

Mrs Spencer

Transferring her
knowledge from Read
Write Inc lessons to her
writing and confidently
writing sounds she
hears in words.
Showing increased
confidence and
accuracy within his
reading.
Always producing work
of a high standard and
asking questions to
strengthen his
understanding.
Being an excellent
McPark student!
Showing increased
resilience in the
mornings as well as
always being willing to
support her peers.
Growing a love of
learning and
attempting all learning
with a positive attitude
and extending herself
by asking questions
and actively
contributing to class
discussions.

Beau R

Miss Schulz

Nash M

Ms Huitema

Ivy M

Miss Squire

Lyla T

Miss Squire

Imogen B

Mrs Cooper

Brooke F

Mrs Waters &
Mrs
McCracken
Mrs Pitkin &
Mrs Fox

Akeai L

Miss Eldridge

Charlotte G

Mrs Bisnov &
Miss Jones

Payton W

Mrs Dew

Te Kani C

Mr Player

Neesanok S

Ms Mitchell

Phoebe B

Ms Munday &
Mr Castle

ENGAGEMENT
Presented to

By

For

Jack H

Mrs Spencer

Ella B-S

Miss Schulz

Liam C

Miss Squire

Blake W

Mrs Pitkin &
Mrs Fox

Deklan T

Mrs Dew

Showing growth in
recognising letter
sounds. Associating
sounds with friends
names in the class.
Showing continued
confidence towards
her learning and
willingness to try her
best.
Making amazing
growth in all areas of
literacy.
Setting an example of
excellence by always
striving to do his best.
Engagement in mental
maths tasks.
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VISION AWARDS
Presented at Term 3,
Week 10 Assembly

Sammy D Foundation

ENGAGEMENT
Presented to

By

For

Harper A

Mrs Hentschke

Charlie S

Ms Mitchell

Rikku D-W

Mrs McLean

Jacob V

Ms Munday &
Mr Castle

Writing a detailed
information report on
Fennec Foxes.
Taking on feedback
given to improve his
learning and quality of
work.
Her improved work
ethic has allowed her
learning assets to shine.
Keep it up Rikku!
Consistently
approaching all
learning tasks with a
curious and engaged
mind.

PROBLEM SOLVING
Presented to

By

For

Dhriya P

Ms Huitema

Kiara H-J

Mr Player

Tyler M

Mrs Hentschke

Arabella SW

Mrs McLean

Always having a
positive attitude
towards her learning
and striving to be her
very best.
Showing resilience and
giving her best every
day.
Using problem solving
skills in a money
investigation in maths.
Displaying improved
resilience and
employing effective
problem solving skills to
complete tasks.

Yesterday our year five and year six students
attended a presentation from the Sammy D
Foundation, which involved a 45 minute group
presentation followed by a 45 minute workshop. The
presenters of the session, which was tailored to year
five and year six students, were Neil Davis (founder of
the foundation and father of Sam), and Matt Allen.
Neil told the story of how his son Sam died after a
single punch to the back of the head at a party. The
main messages were about avoiding violence, what
to do as a bystander or an upstander and how a split
second decision can sometimes have catastrophic
impact on so many people. The subject matter was
understandably emotional; giving our students and
teachers plenty of food for thought. We encourage
students to talk to their families about the
presentation, and you can view the website for
further information.

Community News
South Indians Baseball Club
South Indians Baseball Club are looking for players
for their little league team (8 to 12 years old).
Trainings are Tuesday nights from 4.30pm at Blue
Lake Sports Park
For more information please contact
Peter 0419 841 641.
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